Experience and Education

By John Dewey.

Published by FutureU Press.

601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite E433
San Francisco, California 94102
415-648-2667
manager@futureu.com

Experience and Education Page 1



Experience and Education

"Experience does not go on simply inside a person. It does go on there,
for it influences the formation of attitudes of desire and purpose. But this
is not the whole of the story. Every genuine experience has an active side
which changes in some degree the objective conditions under which
experiences are had. The difference between civilization and savagery,
% to take an example on a large scale, is found in the degree to which
previous experiences have changed the objective conditions under which
subsequent experiences take place. The existence of roads, of means of
rapid movement and transportation, tools, implements, furniture, electric
light and power, are illustrations. Destroy the external conditions of
present civilized experience, and for a time our experience would relapse
into that of barbaric peoples....

"The word "interaction™ assigns equal rights to both factors in experience—objective and
internal conditions. Taken together . . . they form what we call a situation.

"The statement that individuals live in a world means, in the concrete, that they live in a series of
situations. And when it is said that they live in these situations, the meaning of the word "in™ is
different from its meaning when it is said that pennies are "in" a pocket or paint is "in™ a can. It
means, once more, that interaction is going on between an individual and objects and other
persons. The conceptions of situation and of interaction are inseparable from each other. An
experience is always what it is because of a transaction taking place between an individual and
what, at the time, constitutes his environment, whether the latter talked about

being also a part of the situation; the book he is reading ( in which his JOHN DEWEY
environing conditions at that time may be England or ancient Greece or an EXPERIENGE
imaginary region); or the materials of an experiment he is performing. The & EDUGATION

environment, in other words, is whatever conditions interact with personal
needs, desires, purposes, and capacities to create the experience which is had.
Even when a person builds a castle in the air he is interacting with the objects
which he constructs in fancy."”

Dewey, John. Experience and Education, Kappa Delta Pi, 1938, pp. 39, 42-43.
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